PRESS RELEASE
Landmark study to explore potential of Humber to emerge as carbon shipping hub
To mark World Maritime day, and demonstrate the unique potential of the V Net Zero Humber Cluster,
Harbour Energy, HumberZero and Associated British Ports (ABP) have entered into a jointly funded
CO2 shipping study.
With the UK Government eager to lead the world in CCUS deployment, and the UK’s potential to
become a global trading hub for carbon, the study will assess the feasibility of importing carbon
dioxide (CO2) by ship to a reception terminal at the Port of Immingham, enabling CO2 shipments to be
efficiently transferred to Harbour Energy’s V Net Zero System for safe transportation and permanent
storage in depleted gas reservoirs deep under the Southern North Sea.
The Port of Immingham located on the south bank of the Humber Estuary, is the United Kingdom’s
largest port by tonnage. Together with ABP’s other ports on the Humber – at Grimsby, Hull and Goole
– Immingham is part of the UK’s leading port complex and is the strategic gateway for the trade
connecting businesses across the UK, Europe and beyond.
Leveraging the potential of shipping to transport carbon will help decarbonise emissions clusters that
don’t have ready access to local sequestration solutions and should in time open up opportunities for
the Humber to attract shipments from Western and Northern Europe.
This study is the first step towards a future Humber-led CO2 trading hub. It is supported by a shared
vision of potential future development in the Humber which would bring regional benefits by helping
to promote inward investment, further enhance a resilient economy, while sustaining and creating
low carbon jobs.
As the United Nations celebrates World Maritime day, and the industry reflects on its contribution to
the global economy, this study will shed important light on shipping’s possible role in helping society
and industry to decarbonise faster by increasing the accessibility of CCUS.

Phil Kirk, President and CEO Europe of Harbour Energy, commented:
“The VNZ CO2 Transport and Storage system provides the crucial infrastructure that will allow for
industrial decarbonisation of the Humber region. Leveraging shipping could help the Cluster deliver
decarbonisation for the rest of the UK too, especially emitting regions that do not have ready access
to local scalable and well-understood storage facilities.
As well as having the capacity to single-handedly deliver the 2030 carbon capture target set out in the
Prime Minister’s Ten Point Plan, we hope to showcase how through maritime routes and shipping we
can go beyond, and help the UK lead the world on CCS and decarbonising industry and society.”
Jonathan Briggs, Project Director, Humber Zero, said:
“VPI and the Humber Zero project are working to develop this shipping study with ABP, Harbour
Energy and our partners at Phillips 66. The Humber is uniquely placed to access large, low-cost
geological storage structures for CO2 such as the depleted Viking and Victor fields now being
developed at V Net Zero.

Developing a shipped CO2 facility at the port of Immingham now allows us the unique ability to
connect to other UK clusters and stores, providing obvious benefits toward decarbonising other UK
clusters and reaching Net Zero in 2050.”
Henrik Pedersen, Chief Executive Officer, Associated British Ports, said:
“ABP welcomes this important milestone in the UK’s journey to achieve net zero carbon emissions
by 2050. We are delighted to be working alongside Harbour Energy, HumberZero and V Net Zero
Humber Cluster. Our Port of Immingham will play a pioneering role in the future of hydrogen
production, which has far-reaching potential for decarbonisation of the maritime industry
worldwide, as well as wider industry.”
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About Harbour Energy
Harbour Energy was founded by private equity firm EIG Global Energy Partners in 2014 with a strategy
to acquire conventional, cash generative, producing assets outside of North America. In 2017, Harbour
made its first acquisition backing Chrysaor Holdings Limited to acquire a package of UK North Sea
assets from Shell for $3.0 billion and, in 2019, acquired ConocoPhillips UK North Sea for $2.7 billion.
In 2021, through a reverse takeover, Chrysaor merged with Premier Oil plc to create Harbour Energy
plc. Harbour Energy is the sole owner of the VNZ CO2 Transport and Storage system.
For more information, please visit Harbour Energy’s website.
About HumberZero
Humber Zero is a large-scale decarbonisation project backed by world scale partners, Phillips 66 and
VPI Immingham, to remove up to 8 million tonnes of CO2 each year from the Immingham industrial
site by 2030.
For more information, please visit Humber Zero’s website.
About Associated British Ports
ABP is the UK’s leading and best-connected port owner and operator. Our network of 21 ports around
Britain offer unparalleled marine, road and rail access to domestic and international markets. ABP also
owns the UK’s busiest rail freight terminal at Hams Hall located in the heart of the country.
For more information on ABP, please visit their website.
About V Net Zero Humber Cluster
A diverse range of Primary Emitter capture projects across industrial, power, hydrogen and energy

from waste have united as the V Net Zero Humber Cluster. Our aim is to deliver carbon capture and
storage technologies to serve the heavily industrialised Humber region. With the potential to singlehandedly deliver the UK Government's carbon capture target of 10MTPA, we can form a key pillar of
the UK's national decarbonisation strategy.
The V Net Zero Humber Cluster has the potential to capture, safely transport and securely store >50%
of the existing industrial emissions (19.8MTPA) in the Humber region. By 2030 we can capture up to
11MTPA, and by 2034 over 12MTPA. The CO2 will be securely stored 140 kilometres offshore from the
Lincolnshire coast. It will be held 9,000ft below ground in deep geological formations in high-quality
depleted gas reservoirs in the Viking Area of the UK southern North Sea. This area has multiple highquality storage opportunities, providing diversity, long-term storage resilience and additional capacity
to support the UK Government's Net Zero targets. First injection from Humber Zero is anticipated in
2027.
For more information, please visit our website.

